
This ceremony can be as small or as large as your resources allow. It can be strictly “members only” or it
may be held in the evening with the public attending. Whether small or large, it must be conducted with
due respect. The ceremony may be conducted either on a stage or in the center of a room, with the 
audience around the outer edges.

Performing this ceremony indicates to the new members that Business Professionals of America is an
established organization with definite goals and purposes. It is important that new members feel they
“belong” to the organization. By accepting membership, they also accept the responsibilities of 
membership.

Candles are appropriate. Membership pins, silk flowers, or paper replicas of the pins should be available
for presentation to each new member during the initiation ceremony. The Business Professionals of
America banner can be hung behind the table.

Parts may be read from scripts. However, the initiation ceremony will be more effective if parts are 
memorized. Where the initiation ceremony is large enough to warrant it, spotlights and background
music are effective.

Immediately following the initiation, the President might introduce the advisor who could make a short
inspiring talk. The President may announce that refreshments are being served and tell where. As the
meeting comes to a close, existing members should make a point of welcoming the initiates and see to it
that they are accepted immediately.

This ceremony will take about ten minutes, not including the short talk by the advisor. The length can be
varied.

A social hour after this occasion is recommended as a time when the new members can be assured that
they are accepted within the organization. The ceremony may be held at a time other than the usual
meeting time.

Equipment and Supplies 
• Covered table 
• Candles 
• Pins, roses, or ribbons to present to new members 
• Business Professionals of America banner 
• Background music 
• Special lighting 
• Refreshments 
• Roster sheet for initiates to sign

Suggested Procedure 
The President, Vice President, and Secretary are standing behind a long table on which there are several
candles to light. Chapter pins, ribbons, or other insignia are arranged attractively on the table. There is
also a sheet of paper bearing a heading similar to “The following members were formally initiated on
September __, 20__ in the auditorium.” Members of the organization are seated at the front. After the
group has assembled, a guide will bring in the initiates who remain standing, facing the President. 
Appropriate background music is played softly at the beginning and end of the ceremony and during the
time when initiates are receiving their pins.

The Ceremony 
Guide 
Mr./Madam President, I present these initiates who desire to become members of Business Professionals
of America. They have met the requirements of membership as established in our constitution.
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President 
(To the initiates) I accept you as candidates for membership in Business Professionals of America. The
purpose of our organization is to create an interest in, and an understanding of, the business world, to
encourage each member to develop himself or herself to a higher level of leadership, personality, service,
and professionalism, and to participate in a worthwhile understanding for the improvement of the college
or school, of the community, and of business life. Do you understand and will you support this purpose?
Please answer, “I do.”

Initiates 
I do.

President 
Will the members please rise. This time of accepting new members into our organization is a time for
existing members to renew their faith in Business Professionals of America and the ideals for which this
organization stands. Let us recite the membership oath together.

Everyone 
(To be recited in unison or repeated in phrases after the President.) I __________, believe in the 
purposes of Business Professionals of America and the ideals of business competency, service, and 
leadership for which it stands. I realize that my responsibilities as a member require me to cooperate to
the fullest extent with the goals of the chapter. I will seek to grow in personality, professionalism, and
character, through my associations with other members. I do solemnly promise to uphold the aims and
responsibilities of Business Professionals of America as an active member. (Old members are seated.)

President 
Will the candidates please come forward and sign their names on the chapter register?

(The initiates are started by the guide to file past the long table where the Secretary, Vice President, and
President are standing. The candidate goes first to the Secretary who oversees the signing of the roll.
Then the President presents the pins [or flowers, or even a handshake] and gives individual congratula-
tions. The Vice President assists in the duty by handing the pins [already opened] to the President. At the
conclusion of this part of the service, the candidates have filed back to their original positions.)

It is with great pleasure that I declare you members of Business Professionals of America.

President 
Will the members and friends please rise and join me in stating why we are here? (Raps three times with
the gavel. The audience should rise on the third rap of the gavel.)

Everyone (Pledge)
We are met in a spirit of friendship and goodwill as we prepare for productive lives in business and office
careers. We work together to develop professionalism and leadership through Business Professionals of
America, and pledge our loyalty to our nation.

(Lights are turned on and music indicates a change of mood.)
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