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Welcome to a New School Year! 

2015-16 Theme and NLC 

“This is Our Time” is the 2015-2016 theme for Business 

Professionals of America. The theme builds up to the 50th 

Anniversary of BPA being celebrated at the National Leadership 

Conference in Boston, Massachusetts.  

This year’s NLC is going to be historic in several ways. The historic 

city of Boston is full of national monuments, museums, parks and 

sites. Historic “legacy” competitions, such as shorthand and using a 

manual typewriter, will take place. A recording of BPA history through 

a time capsule and a State scrapbook project is being organized. Be 

part of BPA history at the 2015-2016 NLC this year! 

Remember to share your BPA memories at #BPAMillion or at this link: 

http://www.bpa.org/application/bpamillions.aspx  

 

Membership Registration 

Chapters can begin to register students as of August 24, 2015. 

Remember to import Torch Award resumes from last year. 

Ambassador winners need to create a new resume this year.  

The deadline to register and pay dues for State competition is 

February 1, 2016. Advantages to Early Registration:  

 Document membership for CTE-26 requirement  

 Access to National and State resources such as the torch award 

 system, BPA Cares program, and the Wire 

  Retrieve current competitions and WSAP guidelines 

The dues for 2015-16 school year are $17, $12 for National and $5 for 

Ohio. Remit payment to PO Box 632707, Cincinnati, OH 45263-2707.  

 

State Officer Candidate Screening 

On September 1, 2015, the new State Officer Candidate Screening 

handbook will be published on our website, www.ohiobpa.org. There 

have been several updates and changes to the policies, procedures 

and forms so please read this handbook.  

One of the big changes this year is appointment scheduling. Students 

will process through in groups instead of as individuals. It is important 

that you and your student (s)  arrive at least 15 minutes prior to your 

scheduled time to keep the groups and process moving smoothly.  

Interviews and Speeches will still be conducted individually, but 

students will move as a group to the interview then to testing rooms. 

Another point of interest is that the testing and essay portion will have 

a time limit of 60 minutes.  More details to follow. 

 

Resources 

There is a new shared folder for the Ohio Association in Google. The 

shared Google Folder—“Beginning of the Year”  contains the updated 

BPA Ohio Calendar, Registration Tips and a New Advisor 

handbook. The New Advisor handbook contains useful 

information for ALL advisors. Here is the link to the shared folder: 

http://tinyurl.com/pkgfq65 
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